IS YOUR VOCABULARY AT A COLLEGE-LEVEL?
Professor Seneca Vaught used these words and terms during a recent HIS 199 lecture.  He did not pause to define or explain any of them; he simply assumed students would understand.  In Column A, place a check next to the boldfaced words or terms you’ve heard before, even if you're not sure exactly what they mean.  In Column B, place a check next to the boldfaced words or terms that you could define fairly accurately.

	
	A
	B
	

	1
	
	
	“We see the antithesis of that…”

	2
	
	
	“…espousing traditional values…”

	3
	
	
	“…economic policies are implausible…”

	4
	
	
	“The central ideology of supply-side economics…”

	5
	
	
	“…progressive income tax was punitive, or punished the wealthy.”

	6
	
	
	“This is inherently unfair, even un-Constitutional.”

	7
	
	
	“… this reinvestment will inevitably help everyone…”

	8
	
	
	“The previous trajectory of poverty…”

	9
	
	
	“… the savings and loan debacle”

	10
	
	
	“conservative egalitarianism”

	11
	
	
	“Reagan takes a stance…”

	12
	
	
	“This hands-off approach isn’t as easily discerned…”

	13
	
	
	“Reagan appointed over 400 federal judges who adhered to this philosophy.”

	14
	
	
	“the status quo”

	15
	
	
	“sun belt” 

	16
	
	
	“rust belt”

	17
	
	
	“Bible belt”

	18
	
	
	“I’m not going to play Nostradamus and try to predict, but…”


TOTALS:  ________      ________

What can you do to increase your college-level vocabulary?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What do you do during class when a professor refers to something you’re unfamiliar with (such as “rust belt” or “Nostradamus”)?
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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