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HYPER
GLOBALIZATION NATION STATE

DEMOCRACY
(mass politics)

GOLDEN 
STRAIGHTJACKET 

neoliberalism

GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE

BRETTON 
WOODS

The Globalization Trilemma

Source: Rodrik (2011): The Globalization Paradox, Oxford University Press

Pick two, any two!



LIBERAL
GLOBALISM

hyperglobalization + market-
conform democracy

NATIONALISTIC 
CAPITALISM

selective trade nationalism

FOUNDATIONAL ECONOMY 
Based on planetary co-existence

socio-economic democratization, selective 
economic deglobalization + global governance

The Political Trilemma of Contemporary Social-
Ecological Transformation

Source: Novy (2020): The political trilemma of contemporary social-ecological transformation, Globalizations.

Pick one out of three!


